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SCHR breaks ground on the Rancho Tajiguas Project

SCHR s thrilled to announce that the Tajiguas
Watershed Project on the Gaviota Coast
broke ground a few weeks ago. Work began
on the large project which will remove five low
flow Arizona crossings when complete. The
crossings that are being removed were
constructed decades ago as part of the ranch
agricultural operation and over time have
created barriers to steelhead migration. The
crossings will be removed using heavy
equipment, the stream channel will be
regraded to a more natural grade that allows
for adult and juvenile steelhead passage, the
sites will be re-vegetated with native species
and stabilized with erosion control material.
The removal of the barriers and
replacement of the crossings with a single
bridge structure will significantly improve
conditions for steelhead on the property.

The project is being funded by the California
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Restoration Grant Program as well as by the
property owner. The California Conservation
Corps (CCC) have helped to de-water the

project sites and helped to salvage willow and

CCC CORP MEMBERS WORKING TO
SALAVAGE WILLOW POLES FROM THE SITE
PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION

other tree stakes from the site that will be
reused in the re-vegetation efforts. Shaw
Contracting Inc has been working to remove
the concrete crossing from the location where
the new bridge will be installed. Shaw has also
been working to excavate the area where the
new bridge abutments will be built. The footing
for the bridge abutment is being formed and
the initial concrete pour should take place next
week. Michael Love and Associates, the
engineering firm behind the project has been
on site overseeing the implementation. The
construction phase of the project is scheduled
to be complete by mid October.

Native plants for the project were grown by
Santa Barbara Natives. SCHR will be working
with the California Conservation Corps during
the rainy season to re-vegetate the sites and
install irrigation. We are excited that our work
with the property owner on this voluntary
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and will make considerable improvements for

steelhead trout.
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SHAW CONTRACTING INC WORKING TO
PLACE LARGE ROCK AROUND THE BRIDGE
ABUTMENT FORMS
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